CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
lighting them at the orifice, an explosion would follow. I was afterwards informed, although not by Hare, that this accident actually happened to him, although with no other mischief than a copious shower-bath from the expulsion of the water. Many years afterwards, Professor Hitchcock at Amherst, from the same cause, met with an explosion which gave him a great shock, and for a time greatly impaired his hearing.
Silliman, at a later time, wrote as follows concerning his friend:
Robert Hare was born in Philadelphia, Jan. 17, 1781. His father was an Englishman, a man of strong mind, and honored in his adopted country by the public confidence. His mother was from a distinguished Philadelphia family. In early life he managed the business of an extensive brewery which his father had established, but his strong leaning toward physical science very early manifested itself and soon led him to abandon the pursuits of a manufacturer and devote his talents and fortune to science. Before the age of twenty he gave evidence of this predilection for scientific pursuits by following the courses of lectures on chemistry and physical science in his native city, and by uniting himself with the Chemical Society of Philadelphia, then embracing the names of Priestley, Sey-bert and "Woodhouse.
Concerning the discovery of the blowpipe, the following is an interesting addition:
In 1801, Robert Hare communicated to the Chemical Society of Philadelphia a description of the oxy-hydrogen blowpipe which he then called a "hydrostatic blow-pipe." Silliman, having been much engaged with him in a series of experiments with this instrument in 1802-3, subsequently distinguished it as the "compound blowpipe" having, in i'act, on his return from Philadelphia in 1803, constructed
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